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BSW calls in a team of makeover experts
to update two actors’ images.

by Laura Weinert

t's amazing,” said style expert Remi, with a tone of
exasperation. “1 go to cocktail parties, and [ see all
these people who want to be actors. | take one look
at them, and I'm like, ‘Where do you go shopping?

You are trving (o make it in the business. But you're
wearing these, like, acid-washed jeans. What's up with that?’ For
evening, every guy should have a pair of black pants. How hard
can that be? A waiter has a pair of black pants.”

Remi is a fashion and image designer who makes his living
consulting industry professionals (www.remiofbh .com). He has

Remi’s style tips:

+ “Don’t necessanly follow the trends.”
said Remi. “Just know what your body
i5 like, what areas you want 1o hide,
and what areas you can show.”

= “Make sure your dothes are always
pressed. i you are gong to an audi-
hon, wear an undershirt and leave
your shirt on a hanger in your car,
and when you et out of your car put
it on. That way it doesn't get all wnn-
Ked like you slept in it all night.*

* “Always bring a backup outfit with you
in the car. If you walk into an audron
n dress pants and you see everyone
else & n jeans, run oul and change ~

= “There are no real ‘can't-dos’ as far as
color. | believe there are certam colors
you can’t wear next to your face, but
you can wear them on the bottom.
You can still get away with it as long
as you do it nght.”

* A black shirt = a great dem. When in
doubt, wear all black. That's a good
rule of thumb for men. Even just 2
mice black knit and black pants. if you
are oo dressy you are still safer than
if you are too casual

a pont: Like it or not, an aclors
appearance is one of his or her mosk
important tools. For an actor in Los
Angeles, looking good 5 nol Just a
smart idea, it 15 a professional obliga-
Lo

For this year’s Focus on Health and
Beauty, ASW assembled a team of
experts to take bao actors through the
finer points of putting it together in a
one-day makeover session that culm
nated in a final headshol. These
weren't extreme makeovers—mno Iipo-
suction or facial reconstruction here
Rather, B5W chose two readers who
had an interesting ook bul, by their
o admission, needed a little comph
a little guidance on how [o develop a n
imahr that would help them stand
apart from the masses

We started our day al the lrene
Vaksberg Salon, at 7803 Beverly Blwd
LA, where actors were coiffed, col
ored, and consulted on how Lo achieve
and manlain a fattering look, We
then moved on to a shopping spree at
the Beverly Center, where KRem
helped actors select clothes that suited
their personalities while showing of
their best assets and camouflaging
their worst—and all for less than $75

' Shop 'Til You Pop

O freshly coiffed subjects headed to the Beverly Center for a
| crash course in shopping, with image designer Rerni of Beverly

Hills,

“Where do you usually shop for clothes? Remi asked Bennett.

“Wherever,” said Bennet

“How much do you usually spend on clothes?™

“Not much,” admitted Bennett.

“Remember, vou are investing in yoursell,” said Remi. “When
you go on auditions or oul in public, vou never know who you
are going to meel.”

| According to Remi, actors need not spend a fortune to build
a great wardrobe. “The whale idea is to buy pieces that are ver-
satile,” he explained. 1 teach people by telling them, “Before
you buy something, make sure you can think, nght off the top
of your head, of bwo wavs to wear it If not, its not worth the
investment.”

In the case of Bennett, Remi's challenge was (o find pieces
that would elongate and slim Bennett's frame while bringing
out his bright blue eves, “You need to buy things thal are nol
clinging to vour body,” Rermi told lim. “Looking at you, vou
have great shoulders, so if there's something to emphasize, it's
vour upper chest and shoulders, but the hody should be flow-
ing. You want a V-neck. The crew nieck will chop vour neck
right off.”

Things for a big guy to avoid? “Bulky clothes, horizontal
stripes, light colors, white—anything light brings oul your
weight,” said Remi. “Also try as much as you can to wear panis
because il creates the illusion of length. Pul on litthe boots,
Create a little height. Do a little cheating.” For Bennett's final
look, Remi selected a 339 Calvin Klein shirt from
Bloomingdales in dark blue to accentuate his eves

Davis needed something more fun. 1 want something that
shows off my personality a little more,” she told him
‘Something fum, quirky, bul also

“Sexy,” he added

Yez,” she enthused. They headed nto Forever 21, and Herm
set ot o find somiething that would accentuate her greal body
and bring out her eves without washing out her fair skin, Pinks
ard taupes seemed to make her face fde away. Bright, bold pai-
ternis also seemied to take to much attention sway from her 2

lures
You want to be the one standing oul, nol vour shart,” he
vamed her. He also selected ety ol shirts Lo deler
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Their reactions Lo their makeovers Its Bewn grial,” sand
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v two actors were chiosen from a pool of online submis
e Duir male subject was Bob Bennett, a S0-year-old actor
vt recent iy retired from a career i sales (o pursue s deam
presented by Cunningham-Escott-Dipene for commercials,
nnett has already snagged a nabional spot for SBL, but he has
to secure theatrical representation. He describes himselfl as a

we-rmaintenance kind of guy

[ I in shorts and T-shirls,” wrode
nnett in his submission. ~| nesd prop
modern clothes. My hair? [ usually
sh it with one-step Pert and then | dry
w drmang down the street and stickmg
hiead ot the window. | am abaut 30
unds overweight.. So | need ‘slim
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The before...

L
(Our female subject was 27-vear-old
Hattie Davis. Onginally from Kansas
Diavas "'q_'l._'l._"l|l.'.' receinved hier MFA in acting
froom Cal State Fullerton and 15 now n
LA pursuing acting full ime. She too
has commercial représentation—shes
currently with Kazanan-spencer & Asso
ciates—but has vet to find a theatncal
agent
| need a new look and new shiols thal
will show people whao | really am, so | can
put all my hard-eamed training o work,’
wrole Diavis in her submission. “l just
want 1o be a working actress, and | need
a look and a headshol that says, ‘I'm here,
I'm talented, and I'm ready to work.'
ASW set out to give both of these actors
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and the after.




